Representative Democracy
· Democracy means “rule by the people”

· First practiced by the ancient Greeks

· Direct Democracy (the type in ancient Greece) was when every citizen votes directly on every issue

· Representative democracy (like in Canada) means that we allow the people we elect make decisions for us.  This is because in large, modern countries there are too many people for us all to vote directly.

Constitutional Monarch

· Constitutional monarchy: a type of government that recognizes a monarch (king or queen) as head of state.  
· Canada is a Constitutional Monarchy.  We have a constitution and we elect our leaders, but we also recognize Queen Elizabeth II as the queen of Canada.  This is because we have a strong tie to Great Britain.

· The monarch has ultimate power in Canada because he or she has the power of the Crown.

· The Crown has more power than the government.

· For example, if the PM doesn’t call an election within 5 years, the queen can order him to do so and even call in the army. 

· However, this has never happen, and in the day to day running of the country, the monarch does nothing.

· The person who represents the Monarch in Canada is called the Governor General.

·  The Constitution is the supreme law of the land
Written Constitution

· Most of written constitution comes from BNA (British North America) Act of 1867

· The constitution was changed in 1982 by Trudeau.

· It now has three main parts: 

· 1.
An explanation of what power the provincial government has.

· 2.
The charter of Rights and Freedoms that explains our rights and responsibilities.

· 3.
A formula for changing the constitution (amending formula).  The federal government and seven out of ten provinces must agree to the change.  The seven provinces must make up at least half the population.  

Unwritten Constitution

· There are other roles and practices that are not written down but that are part of our constitution.

· These are based on the thousand years of parliamentary tradition we inherited from Britain.

The Federal System

· When Canada became a country in 1867, the Fathers of Confederation decided to organize the Canadian government into a Federal system.

· A federal system means that Canada has regional governments (provinces) that act on the behave of the people living there and a central government in Ottawa that is responsible for matters that are important to the country as a whole.

· Some areas come under the power of the Federal Government (National Defence, Foreign Policy etc.)

· Some areas come under Provincial power (education, highways, etc)

· Some areas are shared between Federal and Provincial (immigration, natural resources, health care, etc)

· The fathers of confederation gave all areas of decision making that did not exist in 1867 to the Federal Government.  These are called residual (leftover) powers.
· One area that comes under residual power is telecommunications because it did not exist in 1867.

· The provinces and the federal government often argue about who has control over new issues.

The Creation of the Municipal Governments

· Municipal is the local (city) level of government.

· The municipal government provides services such as garbage collection, and fire protection.

· The Canadian Constitution says the provincial governments can decide what form municipal governments take, their responsibilities, and their powers.  

The Parliamentary System

· The power of the government is divided into three branches: legislative, executive, and judicial.  
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Judicial   Branch   o     H as  the power to  interpret and  administer the law.   The govern men t   does  not hold this p o wer  directly.   I t  rests with  judges and courts.      

Executive   Branch      H as  the power to  make  decisions   and  administer them.      E xample :   at  provincial   level  gov ernm ent    gives  provincial   exams.     

Legislative   Branch      H as  the power to  make laws.  All three  levels of government  have   the power to do  this: federal,  provincial, municipal.    
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The Federal Government
The Legislative Branch

· Legislative Branch of federal government is made of the governor general, the House of Commons, and the Senate.  
· These make up the parliament.

· Parliament must meet at least once a year in what is called a session.
· During a session, parliament makes new laws and debates issues of concern to Canadians.

The House of Commons (or Lower House)

· Only part of legislative branch that has elected members.

· Elections must happen every 5 years or earlier.

· Canada is divided into ridings (constituencies)
· Voters in each riding elect one candidate to represent them in Parliament.

· The number of seats in the House of Commons is determined by the population of Canada.  As the population rises, there are more seats in the House of Commons.
· The Speaker of the House controls the debates.

· The speaker who is an elected MP is elected by the members of Parliament to be the speaker.

· He or she applies the rules of the House of Commons to all members fairly and firmly, including the PM.
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